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1. YOU WILL HAVE SEEN HARKINS* REPORT WHICH MAKES IT 
CLEAR THAT THERE IS NEITHER THE WILL NOR THE ORGANIZATION 
AMONG THE GENERALS TO ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING, (IT IS CONCEIVABLE 
BUT ONLY CONCEIVABLE THAT FURTHER TALK BETWEEN BIG MINH AND 
HARKINS WiLL ALTER THIS ESTIMATE.) 

THIS MARKS THE END OF ONE WEEK WHICH BEGAN WITH YOUR INSTRUCTIONS 
OF LAST SUNDAY. WE USED EVERY ASSET THAT WE HAD INCLUDING 
GENERAL HARKINS. OUR RECORD HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY RESPECTABLE 

THROUGHOUT AND WE HAVE SHOWN OUR WILLINGNESS TO PUT OURSELVES 
ON THE LINB. 

2 . AT SOME UNDETERMINATE DATE IN THE FUTURE SOME OTHER 
GROUP WITH THE NECESSARY STRENGTH AND LUST FOR OFFICE COMES 
FORWARD, WE CAN CONTEMPLATE ANOTHER EFFORT. 

3 . I BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT SUSPECTS US' OF TRYING TO ENGINEER 
A COUP. THIS BELIEF PLUS THE FACT THAT I HAVE BEEN STRICTLY 
CORRECT AND HAVE NOT IN ANY WAY SOUGHT TO FLATTER OR CAJOLE 


This dopy must be returns: 




oe rrr 


ACTION 


REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
iih-no^TlLSIoICktitldBaaiijfiUASSIrlED” 


ASSIGNEO TO. 
NAME OF OFFICE* 
& OFFICE SYMBOL 


ACTION 

\*\ v’ ^ , TAKtN 

action 


OJRECTIONS 
TO RM/R 


GPO 4 30 900. ~ 

COPY LW 



t ' 


-2- 391 , AUGUST 31 , 6 PM PROM SAIGGN 

THEM HAVE PUT THEM IN AN APPREHENSIVE STATE OF MIND. THEY 
ALSO BELIEVE I COULD SAY SOMETHING WHICH V/OULD HELP THEM WITH 
U.S. PUBLIC OPINION IF THEY DID SOMETHING TO JUSTIFY IT. 

FINALLY THEY EXPECT ME TO MAKE A REPORT TO WASHINGTON. 

4. PERHAPS AN ARRANGEMENT COULD BE WORKED OUT 'a/HEREBY THE 
FOLLOWNG COULD BE MADE TO HAPPEN; MADAME NHU TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY, MR. NHU«S FUNCTIONS TO BE LIMITED ENTIRELY TO STRATEGIC 
HAMLETS, THE OFF’lCE OF PRIME MINISTER TO BE CREATED AND MR. 

THUAN TO BECOME PRIME MINISTER; ARCHBISHOP THUC TO LEAVE {THE 
COUNTRY. IN ADDITION THE STUDENTS AND BUDDHISTS WOULD BE 
LIBERATED; DECREE LAW 10 WOULD BE REPEALED; THE PAGODAS WOULD BE 
REPAIRED AND CONCILIATORY GESTURES WOULD BE MADE. ALL OF THIS, 

IF AGREED TO MIGHT BE ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT IN WASHINGTON, 

I THINK THERE IS A DEPENDABLE PERSON OF HIGHEST QUALITY AND 
PRESTIGE WHO WOULD BE THE GO-BETWEEN. I WOULD NOT TALK OF, THIS 
TO NHU OR DIEM WITHOUT FURTHER CLEARANCE WITH YOU. 

5 . I THINK THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS RIGHT TO INSTRUCT ME AS IT 
DID LAST SUNDAY NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THE STATE OF OPINION IN 
AMERICA AND FREE WORLD BUT BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT OF VIET-NAM 
HAVE ACTED BOTH AS LIARS AND CRIMINALS. BUT NOW THE ONLY 
ATTEMPT TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD SUCCEED WOULD BE ONE 
WHICH THE U.S. COULD MOUNT ITSELF AND, OF COURSE, THAT IS OUT 

OF THE QUESTION. 

6 . TO TAKE UP A DIFFERENT BUT RELATED MATTER, I AM VERY 
RELIABLY INFORMED THAT FRENCH AMBASSADOR LALOUETTE WAS WITH NHU 
FOR FOUR HOlIRS ON AUGUST 20 WHEN THE ATTACK IN THE PAGODAS TOOK 
PLACE. I AM ALSO ADVISED BY A DEPENDABLE SOURCE THAT HE WANTS 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT OUT OF VIET-NAM SO THAT THE FRENCH CAN BECOME 
THE INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH VIET-NAM. ON 

FRIDAY (THE DAY ON WHICH I HAD MY TALK WITH LALOUETTE) HE GAVE 
A LUNCH AT WHICH WERE PRESENT THE PAPAL DELEGATE AND THE ITALIAN 
AND AUSTRILIAN AMBASSADORS. AFTER THE AUSTRALIAN HAD GONE 
LALOUETTE SAID; "WE MUST SAVE THE FAMILY", AS THOUGH THE FAMILY 
WERE THE FIRST CONSIDERATION. 
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7 . . HAVE GOOD REASON TO BELIEVE THAI T THE : HOLY AT 

WILLING TO INTERVENE WITH GENERAL DE GAULLE. ^ ^ cHURCK 

THE PAPAL DELEGATE TOLD DIEi • AT |m A HIGHLY 

AND HIS COUNTRY. 1 AM RELIABLY AD lD gesTURE ; THROUGH NHU 

VOLATILE STATE OF MIND AND THAT SwME SOR 1 ur 
TO NORTH VIETNAM IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE. 

8 . AS ONE MORE PERSUASIVE FACTOR OUR^OEALINGS WITHGVN^ 

WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE FC J R ^ VIET MAM^ GIVING ME CHANCE 

APPROPR1 A i ION FOR F0R ^'^ A *D on the ground that THIS WOULD 
TO GET GVN TO AGREE TO OUR PO NTS ON I HE GRU ^ ^ _ o 

FAC1L1ATE RESTORATION OF 'HE ITEM. AMJ^ p0LlTIcSt BUT HERE 
KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THIS WOULD BE PR 

|T COULD HAVE CER I AIN ADVANTAGES. } 
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